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Abstract
This paper describes the ongoing efforts of three universities, the University of South Florida, the University of
Cologne (Germany), and Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, to work collaboratively to promote international
health education and research. Through a formal inter-institutional faculty-student exchange agreement between two
of the institutions (USF, UCG), inter-institutional faculty appointments (USF, UCG, SIU-C), partnering in
collaborative course programming (USF, UCG, SIU-C), and the hosting of a mini-conference for participating faculty
and students (UCG), these institutions are carrying out a rich experience to enhance professional preparation and
continuing education for health educators.
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role of health education in promoting screening and
early detection. In their work, Perrin, Matthews,
Carter and Perry-Casler provide a comparative
overview of the status of prenatal care around the
world. Ritzel, Klein, Ackermann and Easter
examine the high rate of occurrence of hip fractures
among the elderly as a consequence of osteoporosis, a
health issue pertinent to the aging populations of both
Germany and the United States, and one that
disproportionately affects women in both countries. In
their contributed work, Daley and Noland offer
preliminary findings from concurrent studies of
American college women, and indicate the presence of
intimate partner violence in both community colleges
and universities. Though comparable data specific to
this type of violence among German college women
are not available, these authors stress the need for
gathering gender-specific violence data in the future.
In her paper, Osman describes the history and
development of the doctrine of informed consent,
emanating in part, from activities that took place in
Germany during the era of the Third Reich, and the
concurrent human violations taking place in the United
States in such infamous studies as those at Tuskegee.
In their original data-based paper, Sarvela,
Sagrestano, Mizan, Kittleson, and Rowald examine
the potential of the church to influence prevention
practices with respect to HIV/AIDS. In her paper,
Rapp outlines simple-to-employ strategies as a
“mother’s guide” for promoting drug-free youth.
Merritt, Kuppin and Wolper present a provocative
review of postpartum depression, examining the
cultural aspects of its causes and treatments, focusing
especially on the contrasting styles of the United States
and Germany. Ritzel, Beasley, Flynn, and Liefer
discuss another issue common to aging societies, the
risk of various injuries to elderly women in the home
environment. Finally, McDermott and McCormack
Brown provide a review of the history and current
status of tobacco use among women in Germany,
examining the role of social policies during the era of
the Third Reich and other factors for their influence on
current levels of smoking.
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